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will save American students and their families
billions of dollars in interest payments. But this
bill does much more to help all Americans go
to college. It responds to the challenge I issued
in the State of the Union to create a High
Hopes initiative, where colleges reach down to
middle school students in high-poverty areas to
give them the support they need to be ready
for higher education; incorporates our ideas on
recruiting and training top-notch teachers for
our public schools; builds on our efforts to de-

ploy cutting-edge technology so that our stu-
dents can learn anytime, anywhere; and modern-
izes the delivery of student aid by creating the
Government’s first-ever performance based or-
ganization, a recommendation made by the Vice
President’s National Performance Review.

I look forward to signing this bill into law,
and I urge Congress to provide the accom-
panying funding for these new critical initiatives
so that they can work effectively to give Amer-
ica’s students the quality education they deserve.

Statement on the Death of Tom Bradley

September 29, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Mayor Tom Bradley. The son of a
sharecropper who became a police lieutenant,
he rose to lead our Nation’s second largest city
for two decades. He was a builder, bringing
a remarkably successful Olympic Games to Los
Angeles, encouraging a thriving downtown and

improving mass transit. Just as important, he
built bridges across the lines that divide us, unit-
ing people of many races and backgrounds in
the most diverse city in America. He was a
pioneer and a leader. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Ethel and their family.

Statement on Senate Action on Year 2000 Information and Readiness

Legislation
September 29, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate last night passed
the “Year 2000 Information and Readiness Dis-
closure Act,” important bipartisan legislation to
help our Nation prepare its computer systems
for the new millennium.

This bill, which builds upon a proposal my
administration submitted to Congress in July,
will help businesses, State and local government,
and Federal agencies better address the year
2000 (Y2K) problem by providing limited liabil-
ity protections to encourage greater information

sharing about solutions, while also protecting
consumers from misleading advertising or other
statements when purchasing products for their
own use.

January 1, 2000, is one deadline we cannot
push back. I urge the House to pass this critical
legislation before the end of the legislative ses-
sion. I look forward to signing it into law so
that Y2K information sharing will enable the
Nation to prepare for this global challenge.
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